of his datiihbef’-ab*q_ opeka, Kansas,
Wanuary 1, 1916, agell 72 years. The
‘Bause of death was paralysis. He was
“born at Poland in Ehis county, and!
was educated in the public s¢hools |
_fand at Chamberlain)’insrribube atRan- ||
bdolph. He enlisted-in the 154th New
York Volunteers, rising to the rank
of Major. He was -ghot through the
Rung at Chancellorsville, but owing to
: @ vigorous constitution suryived,
JUDGE ALFRED W. BENSON, theugh he was never quite so sfrong
' again. He studied law in the dfilce
rof Cook & Leckwood and on being
ladmitted to the bar, formed a part-
nership with the late Almon A. Van
Dusen and located in Sherman about
£1867. Iu 1869 he went to Kansas and
‘returned the next spring -and was
cmarried to Miss Nettie Towsley, for-
imerly of Vermont, then a resident of

3 Q/& S_&/natﬁ.,‘ 8herman. They went at once o
— ¢ Ottawa, Kansas, where he had locat-
AV\J/W -0 ed in business and where he lived

-until his oficial duties required him
to remove to Topeka. 'They had three
daughters, only one of whom, with
the widow survive.

He was appointed by Gov. Hoch te
fill a vacancy in the U. S. Senate from
that state. He served as a member
of the Kansas Legislature for one|
term, but for many years he held a
judgeship.in the District and Supreme
‘Courts of the State. He was a man
of fine ability and social qualities and
above all, of irreproachable character.
. $ince going to Kansas he has been |.
here bat twice, once accompanied by
his wife and three daughters, and
datver, in 1907, he with Mrs. Benson
came to attend the Falconer Centen-
nial where he.delivered the principal
address. '

borse

| Wu{&fr—«-«a Co.y NV -




~as

hd

ONORED

IN PUBLIC MEMORIAL SERVICES

ALFRED W. BENSON.

Lest we who of our golden har-
vests sing, H

Forget in pride of these fair .
Kansas fields, 4

Iiow soon the vears shall other :
reapers bring,

And we who sing he earth for
future yields:

And lest we then, as they
neath the sun,

Go out in spring to turn that :
warm earth o'er, :

Fail of a thought for all our
lives have:=done,

To make their labor less and
learning more;

—_Let us a monient pause Now
by the way,

Here where the snow whitens a

new made grave,

And to this man, whom Kansas
ne'er can pay

For what to her he ever freely
gave,

Offer the homage EKansas owes
has name,

And bestow the honors he would
never claim.
GEORGE FIELD, Wichita.

{
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The memory of Judge Alfrad
\washburn Benson of Ottawa who
died in Topeka on January 1 will be
perpetuated on the records of the
district court of Franklin County in
which he practiced as a lawyer or
over which he presided as judge for
nearly half a century. But above all
will his memory always remain green
and fresh in the minds of many Ot-
tcwans who knew him, first as a

’ rgood eitizen, clean, conscientious. |
upright, fair and unselfish even toi
a fault.

Special memorial services wcre!
held this morning in the court room |
of the district court house here.
Judge Charles A. Smart, district

judge, presided and, after the read-
ing by J. L. Shelden, an attorney, of
resolutions in memoriam drawn by
| Attorneys W. B. Pleasant, F. M. Har-
ris and Mr. Shelden there were spok-
en such words of praise that few men
deserve them by their daily acts.

thaxigs in-the o)
Hte: the Judee’s be

‘tenance looking Mown upon the busy
"eourt scenes adds much to the celer-
ity snd justice of the court which
were ever practiced ‘)y Judge Ben- |
£0D. . '

}

. ver-district
4
" battles in the strife of '61 to 635

‘men who have labored with Judge

‘ men who knew him in church and

Lawvers, veterans of the Civil War
and friends of the late sgoldier-law- |
judge-state legislator-.
United States senator-Supreme Court
jurist attended the services. There
were men there who fought war’s

Benson in the courts and law offices;

civie affairs—and all spoke nothing
but words of praise.
A degree of sadness and sorrow

° fell upon the court room as Judge
‘@mart took his place on the bench
* and lawyers and others filed into the
. room.
“in that they might hear every word
. of praise spoken of their comrade in

Grizzled warriors sat close

arms.
Lormer Partner Svoke.

Mavor Fred M. Harris who was a
law partner of Judge Benson {or
several years was the first speaker
after the reading of the memorial
resolutions. In part he said:

“My earliest recollections of Judge
Benson are of the time when I was
a small boy and Judge Benson used
{o come 1o the school on commence-
ment day and give out the diplomas.
I remember that we little fellows us-
ed 1o pass Judge Benson on the
«ireet and, although we all knew
him. we sometimes thought that be-
cause he did not speak to us, ne
was not interested in the bovs. But
hoyvs and their hopes and aspirations

were closest to him outside of his |

own family.
¢ “Judge Benson was a man whon
practiced law twenty-four hours of
the day. He took lite's matters to
his office with him, he worked over
the {roubles of others. considered
{hem at his work and his wife has
told me that often he arose as eavly
a< 3 o’clock in the morning and went
to his office to work.

Jeen Interest in Youth.

«when 1 was in the law school at
Lawrence we students saw lots of
difference between Judge Benson and
the other teachers. There were
many good instructors there but
they taught only the theory while
Judge Benson taught the pragtieal

side as well. He worked with s}
exrors -ii) |

and made us, gorrect our
{;punctnation -and spelling s
Sstryction -of s_'e'#tenc‘,eé.‘_ ~“H

i we couldn't pat it

“that if
paper gorrectly, there was 1o
,study faw. -‘He wab'a pst:
“in pleading.

Heé wal

e mgetTen: }




s nible ﬁﬁh‘, I -ever -Enew. I mever

“kpew a man who felt more keenly

“the unkind and uncalled-for things

- that people sometimes said about
him.

| “When you go out over this state

of Kansas and see the hundreds of

in ‘closin ‘gthe services and order-

ing that the resolutions be spread
upon the journal of weourt proceed-

clerk. Judge Smart spoke of Judge
Benson.
cal bar.

Only two in Anderson

‘resotuﬁons.are:; i
May it Please the Court: :
Fudg. Alired W. Benson whe was |

ings by John L. High, the district {thesenior ir years and in order of

service of the attorneys of Franklin
Now Judge Smart is the County, Kansas,
ioldest man in service before the lo- Kansas on January 1st,

died in TopeKa.

1916,

men who were in school. you wiil
i cee the impressions left by Judge .County are older and only
Benson. Probably .those former Douglas County.

students have torgotten the names

theyv all remember this man. There .
are men who have said that Judgel
Benson was a cold, unfeeling sort of ‘13880013110115 with the well
man. but those who said that did| ——m e i5E — T
not know the man. The young peo- man.
ple of Kansas owe Judge Benson a “In associating with a man in of-
Crreat debl.” fices you quickly find out if he is
Whole District Revered Him. selfish, avaricidus, disagreeabls or
Local lawyers were not the only|inclined to shirk,” said Judge Smart.
ones who praised Judge Bensob. "‘Judge Benson was the most agree-
There sat one in the court room fron! 'able man with whom I was ever as-
another county. He is J. G. John-!gociated.
son of Garnett, a lawver who prac-
ticed many years with or befove
Judge Benson. was fearless.
] came today to pay my tribuie his way to assume responsibility (o
{o the memory of Judge Benson” he 'save others from embarrassment. T
said in following Mr. Harris. “My !am greatly indebted to him for the
ascociation with him was chiefly dur- : guidance he gave mie in those days
ing his capacity as judge ol this dis- of inexperience v-hen we all stumble
trict. Anvthing that may be said .in the practice ':)g law.
or done here today or any record Over-Work “Was Fatal.

: transeribed upon the i
that ma}‘ be? ra ‘s 1 D \ “e couldn't kfigld working. Chiet
records of this court would not speak : b
Le proper tribute to his memory. He Justice Johhstom told me recently
ik . that he believed,” if Judge Benson

knew or thought he knew his worth PRk } ;
to the people and the people knew had quit work and gone to bed two

thix worth to them. This city .of .C"’r-‘;:e&:i;vgﬂt‘;:;:v?an he (1(1' T‘e would
tawa owes him a great debt for nis & ;
fichi for temperance when, durinzg| Judge Benson enforced prohil:i-
hig tern: as mayor, he made it illeg-1tion law in Ottawa thirty years ago
41 1o traffic in liquor. when it took daring to do it, Judge
“The most enduring monument to! Smart pointed out. Fees were not
thi¢ mun is his record us a citizen. | what Judge Bemson sought in trying
“atatesman and jurist—his record auq | ¢ases. When offered an opportunit:
his lile among the people.” ito collect $10.000 for services in tie
.famous De Boissere case involving
Ysome $200,000, Judge Smart said,

J. F. Fitz Gerald who has been ! : :

. ~'he received only ‘‘a mere pittance
istric : apher for many o ) . '
district court stenograp ’ pelieving that for him to

i 3 ‘ receive
& said of Judge Benson, ‘‘He was : :
years sait Be ) : ‘such a sum would hinder the propev
a2 man of great ability and high, no- cettlement of the affairs.”
ble character. I learned one thing ’ 1r's.

weak, they did not know him. He
was strong, hie-was vigorous-snd Te

Some Reminiscences.

one in [taugua County, New York on July

«I first met Judge Benson in his education at the schools and acade-
of half of the other imstructors but }lfi:tc::toflv;eeloeve:hi bjlzlxlilldlsgv:hattait;;?
i s : oW 8§ ,

’

said Judge Smart and he spoke of
known {teen enlisted as a private in Com-

If anyone thinks he was |

He would go out of -

He was born at Jamestown, Chau- '

5]5th, 1843. He received his early

mies at’ Jamestown and Randolph.
New York. He taught school iur
#about a year and at the age of nine-

-pany H, One hundred and Fifty-
fourth regiment, New York Volun-
#eer Infantry, and served with this
. sompany until the close of the civil
| swar. He was severely wounded in
i the battle of Chancellorsville and
| was left on the field for dead. He ;
‘\ was taken prisoner by the Confeder- !

ate army but was later exchanged
and rejoined his regiment. He was
k; commissioned as Captain and Major.

| ‘He was with Sherman i nhiz marech
to the sea and took part in the
Grand Review of May, 1865. He
‘) was present at the National encamp-
‘ment and participated in the parade, !
. commemorative of the Grand Review |
fifty vears later.

At the close of the war he took
up the study of law and was admitt-
ed to practice in Sherman, New
York, in 1867, where he remained

until 1869 when he came to Otta-
| wa, Kansas, which was his home
i until the time of his doat‘h
I
|
1

After he had been in Ottawa a'
short time he formed a partnershin |
with H. P. Welsh and later with . !

L. Parkinson. both of whom were:
well krown members oi this bar and i
both of whom are deceased. He wag |
later associated in business os sen-’;
jor partner with C. A. Smart and F.
M. Harris. He was City Clerk, City ‘
Attorney, Mayor, i
Senator. ‘He was elected to the
‘Senate upon the prohibition issue

County Attorney.

i i . i
from my long associations with him ‘}_"d YVoters Turned Him Down.
' He was surgdly a great man,

that impressed me most and that weas - ) . .
" o

high noble Christian manhood. He ?19‘}““1 n exqmple. vigorous in his

was a man of broad charity.” work. strong in everything he did

: ; ‘and above all @ most kindly men,’

Mr. Fitz Gerald added numerous . ” i
reminigcences. said Judge Smart. “The people of

Kansas never made a greater mis-

S. H. Lucas, a druggist who knew S ‘
Judge Benson for many years spoke take than they did in November,

1914, when they voted that Judsge

briefly, saving. ‘‘He was deep, con- N S
scientious and concerned that every Benson with pearly a half-century of

of < if experience bekind him shpuld eo
man should receive his just dues down in‘defeat because he refused

he ever said an unkind word or spoke; e ;

harshly of anycae, I never knew ofi1o adweruse(;’-mmse:‘ as one would

it - As the poet has said: dvertise-ap fiugtion,sale on the fence
.tf Bpeak : :

#nd -on -Bis

g

‘jJustice of the Supreme . Court . i

and took an active part in draftingl

the Kansas DProhibition Law. He
was Judge of the fourth judicial dis-
trict for twelve years, and retired in

1896 to again take up the pra€lice

of law.

In 1904 he was elected to the Kamn-
sas House of Representatives and was
chairman of the Judiciary Commit-
tee in the session of 1905. He was
appointed to fill the vacancy in thke
Uniied States Senate, caused by the
resignation of J. R. Burton, in June
of that year, and in August, 1907 Le
was appointed by Governor Hoch as

“pomition s fon tiamons-

s ‘&‘ﬁwn’am w’(%i o




- Dusing (fie mroster part b
gﬂﬂp 88, District Judge and for spme
lrpnrs following; he nas served a8 lee-
turer upon Code Pleading and ‘Rea
“Property in the Law School of the
State University and there are to-

day among the practicing lawyer
of this State, a very large num
iof Judge Benson's pupils.

Though busy with his many du-
“ties. he found time to take a lead-
ing part in every movement
promised to make better the
which he lived. He was active in}
civic and church work. He was a
member of the Congregational chureh
of this city and for thirty-five years
taught a class in the Sunday school
of that church.

At the -glose af his judicial term
he accepted a position with the
washburn Law School and took up
again & work which had been of the |
greatest interest to him, mamely, the
teaching of -the highest and best
ideals of his profession to the young
men of his State, and in this work he
swas engaged at the time of his deati.

In the long years of his service
Judge Benson added much to the
jurisprudence of the state and to the

formulation of ‘Proceduve; he was 2

great student and a great teacher,
a man of |

of an in- |

benefiting all around him,
the highest integrity and
genioug mind; he brought the hlqh-

est and best to every service that llé
undertook; he was a good listener
and deferentially considered thg
opinions of others; he was a learned
and just judge and left upon the rec-
ords of his state ineffaceable* evi-
dence oi his usefullness to humanuty,
and while he was endowed by nature
\\:ith a higii character and an instine-
tive love of justice and equity, yet
one ot his great traits and one of the
causes of his great success war his
assiduous -application; he appeared
to never cease work throughout long
days and often well into the night,
and his lite is another example of
t‘llletthoughl of the poet's stalemen:
iat,

“The heights by great men reached

and kept,

Were not attained by sudden
flight,

But they while their companions
siept,

Were toiling upward in the nig};; t

" *Judge ‘Beiiffn was & pdly SR
and his : A
cause -of his true kindly smanner, yet
1t he was
and firm
! Judge Bemnson
5 brave soldier,
ber and it seems providential, when shot
through the body in line of battle
and for the time regarded as
that he should be preserved for such

that 8 10
- +p in Bervice.

{gpeaks vastly more

memary will be cherished be-

a man of strong conviction
in conversation and acfion.

was a Dpatriot, a
g Christian gentleman,

lost.
long and auseful career in civic

a liferas Judge Benson led
than mere words |
and its influence will go on when
eulogies have long been forgotten.

Whereas the bar of Kansas has ]
been richly honored in this worthy
life and sustains & joss both person-
gl and deep in the death of this good,
great man, therefore, )

Be it resolved by the bar of Frank-
lin, County, Kansas, that its tribute
of respect and admiration be now
here paid to the memory of Judge
Alfred W. Benson, lawyer, states-
-man, and Christian jurist. \
" Respectfully submitted at the Jan-|
‘uary, 1916, term of this Court on'
this 12th day of February, 1916.

W. B. PLEASANT,

F. M. HARRIS,
J. L. L. SHELDEN,
Committee.

Such
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'\ CAPT. EDMUND BOLT'WQOD DEAD.

Ottawa, Kas., Man Was Veteran of
Two Wars.

Orrawa., Kas.,, July 11.—Capt. Ed-
mund Boltwood, 81 years old, veteran
of two wars and descendant of fighters
who served in the Revolutionary, French
and Indian and other conflicts, died here
today after an illness of several weeke.
He was captain of Company K, 20ta
Kansas, serving in the Spanish-Ameri-
can war with General Funston.

men.

When Captain and Mrs. Boltwood
celebrated their golden wedding anniver-
sary, November 14, 1916, the little town
of Amherst, Mass,,
wood was a native daughter, recalled
the day, back in 1866, when a dashing
young lieutenant, just back from the
war, came and claimed one of its favor-
ite young women. ]

&ix of the bridegroom’s ancestors had
fallen in defending the settlers against
the Indians and in the bloody Deerfield
Massacre in 1675, and another had won
honors in the Revolutionary War, so it
was not considered surprising that the
young lieutenant had emerged from the
conflict with the South with high mil-
tary honors. :

A few years later the Boltwoods
moved to Ottawa. With the rank of cap-
4gain, the Civil War veteran, although
80 years old," took: Company K of the

“to the 'Philippines and

HALF CENTURY AN R
T NESS. :

M. R. Harris, lumber deal-
er, Fourth and Walnut, dates
his induction into his pres-
ent business from early in

1878. He has oceupied the
same location ever since.
. Prior to that, Mr. Harris

had been active in the busi-
ness and public life of Otta-
wa. He arvived in Ottawa in
1865. - His services. have

" since been varijously employ~"

ed. As a banker, in whith
business he was engaged at
various times, he ante-dates
any other OUttawan, having
commenced in 1867, with Y.
P. Elder & Co., who had in-
stalled the first bank in the

county. It was located on
the site of the Walker
Clothing store, Main and
Second. Associated with

Mr. Elder was the late John
Walruff at that time county
treasurer. But there.=oc &

_call for Mr. Harris into pub-

Comnu-;
pany K was formed of Franklin County'

of which Mrs. Bolt-|

lic service and in 1874 he
was elected county treasurer.
At the conclusion of his term
he entered the employ of the
First National bank, as as-
cistant cashier, and scrved
until 1878, when, as stated he
engaged in the lumber busi-
ness. In 1895 Mry Harris
was again summuoned: to
serve the public, being elect-
ed a county commissioncr.
In the meantime he has net
escaped other public service.
Ssveral times he served as
city treasurer and was also
a member of the city counr-
cil. He was a member of the
first school board, when it
was organized in 1867, and
was again cn the board in
1904.
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